the structure and composition of the PARABLES OF ENOCH 125 the Watchers, whose punishment at the fi nal judgment is associated with that of "the kings and the mighty," the opponents of the group that lies behind the Book of Parables. Above all, although the fi rst parable reports, as if it were a new event, that clouds and a storm wind carried Enoch off to heaven (39:3; cf. 52:1), Enoch's journey around the heavenly regions and the cosmos is effectively presented as a continuation of the journey described in the second half of the Book of the Watchers (chaps. 17-36). 5 Thus the literary form of the Book of Parables continues that of the Book of the Watchers.
The account of Enoch's otherworldly journey in chaps. 17-36, which follows, without an introduction, immediately on the account of Enoch's ascent to heaven in 14:8-16:4, is characterized by repeated references to the movement of Enoch around heaven and by descriptions of the sights he sees. The narrative refers frequently to Enoch going, 6 or being taken, 7 to a different place and contains frequent descriptions of what he saw that are introduced by the phrases "and I saw (there)" 8 or "and he showed me."
9 But in addition to the widespread use of verbs referring to movement and to visionary experience, some of the individual units of which the narrative is composed have a common form, 10 which is illustrated by chap. 23: Enoch reports that he went to another place (23:1); he describes what he sees (23:2); he asks the angel who accompanies him to explain the signifi cance of what he has seen (23:3); the angel gives him an explanation (23:4). In practice, most of the examples are more complex than this, but the fourfold pattern, notwithstanding all the variation, is used repeatedly in chaps. 17-36, and particularly in 21-36. 
